Want to advertise 


L e VAS N eC Vi/ AS in Leys News? 


Delivered FREE to over 5000 homes across the Leys 


ISSUE 108 | July 2013 


DOING IT FOR THE KIDS! 


THE huge success of BLAP (Blackbird 
Leys Adventure Playground) has 
continued into the summer term; with the 
after school play scheme proving more 
popular than ever. 

Sue Price from BLAP said: “The 
children are the key to the success of 
BLAP. Their laughter and enjoyment 
makes it all so worthwhile for the staff, 
volunteers and committee. The children 
at the after school club wrote the rules, 
and are being asked for their suggestions 
to improve the club. They regularly have 
their say when Alston, the play leader, 
calls a meeting to discuss how well 
children are keeping to these rules.” 

Sue added: “The steady increase in 
numbers shows the children are enjoying 
the free play and many organised 
activities on offer. They bring their friends 
to their club. It meets from 3—5.30pm 
each school day and costs £1 a session.” 

The cost is £2 for those making use 
of the walking bus from Pegasus school. 

From Monday July 29 there will be 
an action packed four weeks of fun from 
10am—4pm each week day. Parents of 
8-13 year olds are welcome to pre- 
register for this by popping into the 
Adventure Playground any week day 
afternoon. Most days cost £4 (users 
bring their own packed lunch). Various 
outings and workshops are being 
arranged for the summer play scheme. 


Photo: Russell Price 


@ For more details of the programme 
please contact Alston Quammie on 
01865 236646 or 07530933690 

or email blap76@yahoo.co.uk 


Fishy tales on the Leys 


ELLIE with Zetyra and Dontay are caught on are Uy, 
camera catching plastic fish from water in 

the font at the Fishy Tales event held at the 

Church of the Holy Family. They were among 

50 youngsters and parents who dropped in 
to play games, make bread and hear stories 
linked to fish. Water provided the link to 
another game requiring skill; that of catching 
plastic ducks in a paddling pool. 

The youngsters enjoyed the informal 
atmosphere and variety of activities that 
included casting fish shaped quoits, 
modelling fish, matching up fishy playing 
cards and being baffled with jig-saws of 
fish. Some, like Zetyra, commented that 
they had great fun and would certainly want 
to come to the next session. 

The bread and fish games were key 
to the main story told during the afternoon 
about the miracle of feeding the 5,000 with 
two fishes and five small loaves. Songs, 
including one about sharing, were sung as 
part of the closing finale before a simple meal | 
of fish-fingers in buns followed by ice-cream. 


Photo: Russell Price 


@ The Church of the Holy Family runs a 
Junior Church during morning worship from 
10—11.15am each Sunday. 

Contact Revd Heather Carter at 
revhev2@googlemail.com 
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COMMUNITY events and 
projects are what working 
in places like The Leys 

is all about. We are all 
delighted to see that Leys 
Fair returns in September 
and community groups 
from across the area will 
be getting involved in this 
major event. You can 
read all about the latest 
plans on page 3 and 

do get in touch with the 
organisers if you would 
like to get involved on the 
day. 

We are equally 
delighted to see the 
launch of another 
hyper local community 


EVERYBODY NEEDS 
GOOD NEIGHBOURS! 


| JUST wanted to write 
and say what a terrific 
day | had today and it was 
all down to the good folk 
or should | say helpful 
souls and people in my 
neighbourhood. 

Cagleys had supported 
the purchase of a strimmer 
at our local allotment. We 
have waited six months for 
it to arrive and it took many 
emails, phone calls and 
negotiations. When it finally 
arrived in my hands today 
the plot was overgrown and 
the grass stood three foot 
high. My heart sank as | 
pondered the work needed 
to bring it back under 


newspaper in Oxford. 
Littlemore News rolled 
off the press a couple of 
weeks ago, and so far 
the response to the new 
publication has been very 
positive-a big well done 
to the group of volunteers 
who all worked so hard to 
make this happen. 

As ever, we strive to 
make sure we cover a 
wide range of topics and 
issues in Leys News 
and this month's is no 
exception. While other 
papers focus on negative 
stories, we do our best 
to promote all the good 
stuff that is going on here, 


Letter from the Editor 


but we also acknowledge 
the everyday struggles 
that people face in our 
community. 

We welcome the 
Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre to the pages of 
Leys News this month 
as a regular feature. 

The centre has a team 

of volunteers who are 
ready to listen and offer 
practical help and advice 
to people on the Leys, so 
if you are struggling with 
debt problems or need 
advice about benefits 
then make sure you pop 
in and see them. 

Don't forget to enter 
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our great competition on 
page 11 to win tickets 

to see Save the Last 
Dance For Me at the 
New Theatre, and for 
our younger readers 
there is the monthly art 
competition on page 12. 
Last month’s winner was 
Wade Loveridge, age 6, 
who wins a family pass 
for Partyman World of 
Play—well done Wade! 
Have a great month 


Best wishes 


Sarah 


control. 

| fiddled about with the 
instructions and nuts and 
bolts but | didn't have the 
muscle power to shift one 
particular bolt. | reluctantly 
phoned a friend and 
against all the odds he 
was available and willing 
and would help so by 3pm 
he accommodated me by 
putting the object together. 

Forever grateful | cycled 
away with the assembled 
strimmer but my heart was 
heavy as Russel shouted 
Good Luck. The anxiety at 
the thought of resourcing 
the steady mix of oil and 
petrol and the amounts 
was alleviated by my 
neighbour Jason who had 
just strolled out into the sun 


LETTERS 


on some other matter but 
gave me reassurance and 
confidence about the fuel | 
needed for the machine. 
Then | bumped into 
John. Well not exactly. 
| was brave enough 
(for once) to grab his 
attention and ask for 
help with the petrol mix. 
John was walking along 
Blackbird LeysRoad with 
his gardening gear. | 
reckoned he knew a thing 
or two about grass cutting 
and machines. He kindly 


donated a petrol mix to me. 


When | left him | kicked 
myself for not pressing him 
further and asking him to 
show me how the thing 
would work. 

| cycled round to the 


plot and looked hopelessly 
at the machine and then 
he appeared and he had 
a petrol driven machine. 
He must know something 
| thought. He happily 
supported me to introduce 
the petrol mix and attempt 
a start. Unhappily it did 
not start. So | sat on 
the bench as he walked 
away and reflected on the 
whole chase the day had 
presented. Here | was and 
there was the strimmer, an 
idle silent machine basking 
in the sun. Misery. Yet 
the sun was shining and | 
tried hard to rescue myself 
from defeat and cheer the 
progress we had made. 

At some point, that idle 
machine raised itself into 


| Blackbird Leys Heritage 


Interested in your area's hentage’? 


Wade's winning entry. 


action and a loud scream 
of delight and terror left me. 
| quickly switched it off! | 
texted my friend Steven. 
Don't worry he said I'm on 
my way and I'll be there 
soon. 

At some point | took a 
photo of my friend Steven 
cutting all the long grass. 
He had a big grin on his 
face as he mastered a new 
skill. | had a bigger smile 
on my face because of him 
and all these kind people 
I'd had a really great day 
and achieved a long held 
dream. To cut the long long 
grass. 

Ah bliss! What good 
friends and neighbours! 

Moe Scholl 
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‘ Blackbird 


~~ S Leys 


An evening of talks and 
information about the estate's 
hidden heritage. 


For 300 years Blackbird Lays was a centre of 
industry. Find out what we know about the 
people who worked there, what they made 
and why it all disappeared so quickly. 


Including an update from East Oxford 


| Blackbird Leys Community Centre }) 


| 2“ July 2073, 5:30-7:00 pm) 


Archaeological Project on recent investigations in 
Blackbird Leys and nearby. 


For more information contact Pot Licyd-Sweel, 
Henlage Seances, Je OneeS 222308 
Emad ployd=sve 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


communities. 


Director Trevor Davis, also called on the 
cast of the Joseph company to join forces 
with the choir. One half of the programme was 
excerpts from Joseph and the second half 
a variety of old favourites including an Abba 
medley to celebrate the Euro-vision Contest 


happening that evening. 


Trevor hopes that the choir and cast will 
continue to work together on future events, 
with the next major production in the early 
planning stages to produce a programme 
called Rock Nativity an alternative nativity play [7 


in December. 


If anyone feels they missed their vocation r3 
by not being in Joseph, or were so inspired and 
would like to join in; a workshop taster event will | 
come to a place near you soon! Or watch out 


for posters around the estate. 


@ For further info please contact the Blackbird 


Leys choir Director Trevor Davis 
atmail@trevordavis.co.uk 


or Rev Heather Carter at Holy Family Church 
revhev2@gmail.com 01856 778728 


Blackbird Leys Choir Concert 


THE Choir of Blackbird Leys performed at 
All Saints Church Didcot and raised £600 for 
a group of four volunteers to go to Kenya to 
build sand dams to provide water to remote 
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Fabulous felines 
score a purr-fect 10! 


BY HELENA CLENNETT 


THE LEYS hosted Oxford's 
first international cat show. 
The show was held at 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
and was organised by TICAus, 
a local organisation set up to 
promote cat shows in the UK 
on behalf of the International 
Cat Association (TICA). 

Cat breeders and owners 
had travelled from across the 
UK and abroad to show their 
cats in Oxford. 

As aconfirmed cat lover 
with a moggie of my own, | 
was keen to go along to my 
first cat show and find out 
more about it. 

Upon entering the hall 
the first things | noticed were 
rows of brightly coloured cat 
carriers housing the cats who 
were competing for titles in the 
show. 

Unable to resist a peek, 
| walked along the row of 
sleeping cats until | came to 
Dante, a supremely handsome 
Turkish Van from Lincolnshire. 
Turkish Vans are large, long- 
haired, muscular, white cats 
with ginger/peach coloured 
markings on the head and tail. 
Originating in Turkey/Middle 
East, they hail from the area 
around Lake Van. Unlike many 
cats, they are known to enjoy 
being in water. Dante's owner 
told me "He likes playing with 
water. | have other (non- 
pedigree) cats that used to 
avoid water, but after watching 
him they also started to play 
with water." 

Charlie was another stunning 


Turkish Van from Milton 
Keynes owned by breeders 
Izambard Cats, who provided 
this breed for the famous Ikea 
advert. 

Prices for this breed start 
from around £400. 

Over the course of the 
afternoon | saw many types 
of cat that | had only seen in 
pictures before. 

Bengals, with their beautiful 
leopard-like markings, have 
been accepted as a breed 
by TICA since 1986. They 
originated in 1963 from 
crosses between domestic 
cats and the Asian leopard 
cat. Apparently they are the 
world's favourite breed, but 
cost from around £800 to buy. 

A couple from Wales 
were competing with their 
Asian short-haired cat, a 
delicate black and white 
beauty with a slim, pointy 
face. Apparently this breed 
is related to the Siamese, 
and originated in the UK after 
WWII when the number of 
breeders and breeding cats 
was greatly reduced, forcing 
remaining breeders to cross 
their Siamese with other cats 
such as the Oriental shorthair, 
Russian Blue and British 
shorthairs. 

At the end of the day | 
met two Sphynx, the unusual 
hairless variety so-called 
because of its physical 
similarities to the Egyptian 
cat. First bred in Canada in 
1966 after a black and white 
cat gave birth to a hairless 
kitten, they lack hair due to a 
recessive gene. One benefit 
of this characteristic is that 


Dante 


they often make suitable pets 
for those with allergies. | know 
many people are unsure of 
this variety, but with soft, 
suede-like coats, friendly 
natures and sweet wrinkled 
faces they are genuinely 
lovely. 

Breeds originating in 
the UK were represented, 
including the Manx Cymric 
from the Isle of Man and the 
Devon Rex. 

Overall it was a great way 
to spend an afternoon. A real 
camaraderie seemed to exist 
between the competitors (the 
humans, anyway!), and most 
people were happy to chat and 
have their cats photographed. 

As well as the pedigrees 
| met some lovely domestic 
cats. TICA was the first cat 
registry to allow household 
cats to compete for the same 
titles as pedigrees at a cat 
show. 

Hopefully another cat show 
will be organised in Oxford, 
and who knows, maybe my 
cat will compete next time! 


FRIENDS and colleagues organised a special 80th birthday celebration for 


Geoffrey Richardson, one of the volunteers at the Blackbird Leys Credit Union. 

Geoffrey, who has been a familiar face at the Credit Union for many years, 
enjoyed the special celebrations at The Glow Hall in Blackbird Leys. He was 
joined by June Smith and Jim Hewitt, among others, and was presented with a 
birthday balloon by Ellise Watson. Photograph by Cait Sweeney. 


Plans for Leys Fair 
are hotting up! 


PLANS for this year’s 
Leys Fair are well under 
way, with lots of activities 
booked and many local 
groups involved. There 
is something for all 

ages, and everyone is 
welcome to come and 
join in the fun. 


The Fair takes place 
in Blackbird Leys Park on 
Saturday 7 September 
from 12—4pm. Entry is free, 
and all activities are either 
free or low-cost, making it 
the perfect family day out. 
If you fancy body zorbing, 
circus skills activities, 


jumping on a bouncy castle 
(there’s one just for adults 
too!), trying out a tricky trail 
obstacle course on your 
bike, testing your skills 

at the penalty shootout, 
making a pizza, riding on 

a Go Kart, trying out ten 
different sports, climbing 
on two different climbing 
walls, street dancing, art 
and crafts for all ages and 
much, much more—then 
the Leys Fair will be a great 
day out. 


@ For more info or to get involved, call Oxfordshire Play Association (OPA) 
on 01865 779474 or email: jane.gallagher@oxonplay.org.uk. 
Visit OPA’s website at: www.oxonplay.org.uk 
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Trooping of the Colour: 
an amazing experience 


Air Cadet Karen Furlong of 2210 Cowley Squadron was lucky enough to 
enjoy the recent Trooping of the Colour. She produced this story for Leys News. 


TROOPING the Colour was held on 15 
June this year. This is the second time | 
have witnessed it in person and the first 
as an Air Cadet. The Trooping of the 
Colour is one of the many events we do 
to celebrate the Queen's birthday. The 
experience itself was a wonderful thing. 
The precise movements and the 
timing of the Welsh Guards and the 
cavalry soldiers with their horses’ drill 
were impeccable. The atmosphere 
around the event was thrilling. Luckily 
the weather was good as the Trooping 
of the Colour was followed by a fly past 
of Royal Air Force Aircraft, which was 
a truly great thing to see, particularly 
as a cadet in the RAF Air Cadets. 
Following the flypast | was taken 
to lunch at the Royal Air Force Club 
and met RAF officers, some of them 
retired and had a great chat with a 
lady who was a former RAF Air Traffic 


Controller who is now working in the 
Civil Aviation Authority. All in all the day 
was amazing and | was ecstatic that | 
was allowed to witness it all. 

On 8 July we are having our annual 
formal inspection which this year will 
be with Wing Commander Chris Fisher 
the Commanding Officer of Air Cadets 
in the Thames Valley. 

The inspection evening will consist 
of the cadets being inspected, a 
presentation by the cadets on what 
they have done in the last year 
and then the viewing of displays of 
activities and projects the cadets are 
involved with. This evening is open to 
everyone in our community and all are 
very welcome to come and visit. The 
following Wednesday evening is our 
next new cadet intake so it is a good 
opportunity to come and meet us if 
anyone is interested in joining us. 
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COOKING CORNER 
With Nindi Devi 


Chicken curry 
with spinach 


To serve two-four people. 


You will need: 

@ 20 small pieces of chicken thighs or chicken 
breast. 

@ Spinach 

@ For the cooked Masala sauce you will need 
@ Five to ten tablespoons of cooking oil 

@ Onions 

@ One to two teaspoons of salt 

@ One teaspoon of Huldi or Tarmac 

@ One teaspoon of Gram Masala 

@ Fresh Garlic and Ginger 

@ Only select ONE of these spices 

@ Between two and four green chillies, one 
teaspoon of Red Ground , or one teaspoon of 
black pepper. 

@ One tin of tomatoes (Chopped) 

@ Fresh Coriander 


1. First separately wash the Chicken and 
spinach in clean water two or three times and 
drain. 

2. Heat the oil and add onions cook until golden 
brown, stir continuously to make sure it does not 
stick to the bottom of the cooking pot. 

3. Add all the spices to the onions. Cook for a 
further two to three minutes on low heat, later 
adding the chicken and spinach. 

4. Still on low heat cook for 25 minutes. To 
thicken, turn the heat to medium cook further. 
Finally, sprinkle with fresh Coriander, and serve 
with boiled rice or naans and salad. 
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JOIN IN THE FUN! 
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FREE ENTRY! 
Everyone welcome 


All activities free /low cost 


Food Stalls available (or bring a picnic!) 


For more info or to get involved, call Oxfordshire Play Association (OPA) 
on 01865 779474 or email: jane.gallagher@oxonplay.org.uk 


www.oxonplay.org. UK 


BLACKBIRD LEYS 
PARISH COUNCIL 


Oxfordshire Mind 


e a a i] 
Blackbird : | Raising funds for Mind 
e 
4 FUNDS raised for Oxfordshire Mind will help provide vital 
Leys Pa rk, : services for people who are experiencing mental and 
° emotional health problems such as anxiety, bereavement, 
C u d d esd re) n : depression, life crisis, loneliness, recovery from 
: breakdowns, panic attacks, post-natal depression, stress 
Way ° and schizophrenia. 
aaa har Slice Ss car SUNS. o Oxfordshire Mind events coming up: 
of @ Ladies Fun Fashion Evening, Thursday, 13 June 6—8pm, 
ors \s! M&Co, 17 Market Square, Witney, Oxon OX28 6AB. Come along 
xa . to an evening of fun fashion at M&Co in Witney. 
Fun Choreographer, Linda McKeer, will organise the models 
ts! wardrobes and they will show off M&Co’s sensational summer 
GO Kart: range to the sound of some funky upbeat music. On the night 


there will also be free make-overs, a charity raffle (please bring a 
prize if you can), nibbles and cold drinks. 

We now also have nails and foot massages by Sam Cole 
and wonderful cakes from Sophie Williamson who supplies 
Chomsky's! Please note participants are welcome to bring wine or 
their own alcoholic with them. 

There will be a fantastic discount available—spend £40 and 
get £10 off! You can even club together with a friend to take up 
this great offer. In addition there will also be a sale rail and other 
discount vouchers for you to take away. 


Street Dance! 


Please note entry to this event is FREE, but we would ask 
that you purchase some raffle tickets on entry to support M&Co’s 
chosen charity, Oxfordshire Mind. 


@ Summertime Fun, Saturday 31 August, 6—12pm, The 
Masons Arms Pub, 5 Park Road, North Leigh, Witney,OX29 
6RZ. Entry £2. On the day there will be summer fete games, 
refreshments, a bar, music and much more. More information to 
follow. 


® Riverside Dinner Dance, Saturday 14 September, 7-12pm, 
Shillingford Bridge Hotel, Shillingford Hill, Wallingford, OX10 8LZ. 
This event offers a delicious three course dinner with dancing, 
entertainment and a grand charity raffle. 

During the evening you will enjoy several performances for our 
talented artists between courses including Ann-Marie Warner a 
solo rock/pop artists. There will be a disco after the dinner and 
guests may book reduced rate rooms should they wish to stay for 
the evening. 

Tickets cost £25 per person and the evening will cater for up 
to one hundred guests with 50% of the funds being donated to 
Oxfordshire Mind. Tickets are available in advance only. 


“é 


@ For information about future events 
please contact Nicky Clargo: 07754 271831 
nicky.clargo@oxfordshire-mind.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/mind gigs-events 
www.oxfordshire-mind.org.uk 
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STUDENTS BRING ST ORIES TO LIFE 


A GROUP of 10 and 11-year- 
old students from Oxford's 
Pegasus School have become 
familiar figures at University 
Church of St Mary the Virgin. 

Over the past four months the 
young film-makers have been 
bringing to life their favourite 
stories about the church. 

Using fascinating features 

such as gargoyles and statues, 
the children have handled all 
aspects of production, from 
staging, lighting, camera work, 
editing and post production, with 
professional support from Film 
Oxford and the church Education 
Team. 

Lucinda Williams, Education 
Officer at University Church of 
St Mary the Virgin, said: "This 
has been a really effective and 
enjoyable way to bring children 
into contact with the church and 
to inspire others to understand 
what their own local churches 
have to offer. They have learnt so 
much about film making, about 
the history of St Mary's and 
about what makes a story.” 

The project was made 
possible with a £4000 investment 
from Artswork, the South East 
Bridge organisation, to enable 
children and young people to 
engage with arts and culture. 

Artswork’s investment is 
increasing access to Arts 
Award with University Church 
established as a new Arts 
Award centre. The students’ 
participation is a great foundation 
for their Arts Award, and 


Pegasus School students share their stories of St Marys on film. 


contributes towards their Key connecting children to their local over the project. Not only have a part of their city's history. They _ children." 
Stage 2 attainments. heritage through working with film.” they gained technical experience, _ have learned about key events The finished film is 

Ruth Taylor, Strategic Georgia Maddocks, teacher at but they have understood why itis such as the Trial of the Oxford approximately eight minutes in 
Manager at Artswork said: Pegasus School who coordinated important to discuss, prioritise and Martyrs and the Civil War and length and will be made available 
“Artswork is delighted to be the project added: "The children develop ideas. A significant benefit have translated their knowledge to schools throughout the UK and 


supporting this unique activity in have felt a real sense of ownership has been the children's access to _ into a film that will appeal to other = posted onto YouTube. 


WHY DOES IT MATTER? HOW DOI PLEDGE? 
/ @ Anyone who breathes in someone v To pledge to make your home and 
e else’s smoke could suffer from the same car smoke free and to receive a free 


diseases as smokers. Smokefree Pledge Kit ring Oxfordshire 
N. I N 0 T k Py Py / @ Babies and children are more at risk Smoking Advice Service on: 
because their lungs are not fully grown 0845 40 80 300 
[ 0, we r e as '] ng you ft 0 gui f /) and they breath faster, so they take in v Look out for pledge forms and boxes 
more of the poisons than adults. in the community for example in the 
MAKE your home and car Children Centre and Doctors. 
. 2 , ; 
smoke free and see the DID YOU KNOW? v Or pledge online and email the contact 
diff, hol @ Cigarette smoke contains 4000 form for a free Smokefree Pledge Kit: 
f f nee ig ONS chemicals and many of these are www.smokefreeoxfordshire.nhs.uk 
amily's heaitn. 7 poisonous! 
You are probably aware of : @ They stay in the air, sticking to clothes, 
all the messages in the media x walls, hair and carpets even if a window 


about the health effects of is open! . 
smoking and secondhand @ Over 80% of cigarette smoke is GIVE ITAGO... 


smoke : = re eins es j What have you got to lose? 
° : : i en you smoke inside your home are 
If you are a smoker and are i, ahiansd dees elenjone ise Senivollr Why not trial it for one month 


still not ready to stop or you like pets! and see if you notice a difference! 
don’t smoke but family and : 
friends do, why not make your , 
home and car a smoke free ’ 7-5 I PLEDGE SITES IN BLACKBIRD LEYS ARE: 
zone? : @ The Leys Health Centre, Dunnock Way, Greater Leys, Oxford, OX4 2HL 
: ' a; @ The Leys Childrens Centre, C/O Orchard Meadow School, Wesley Close, 

Blackbird Leys, OX4 6BG 

@ The Oxford Academy, Sandy Lane West, Littlemore. 


Receive a free Smokefree 
Pledge kit with stickers for your 
house, car and kids, leaflets etc 


to help support your pledge. 
This is something that you We will be present at the Leys Fair on 7 September promoting the campaign and 
can do and feel good about! we are also in the process of involving pharmacies in the campaign. 


Health visitors in Blackbird Leys also support the campaign. 
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GO GREEN ON THE LEYS 
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GROWING 
YOUR OWN 


VEGETABLES 
By Reg Curnock 


SUMMER 
VEGETABLE 
SOWING 


ANY space left now in the 
vegetable garden is pretty 
valuable, for there are several 
crops that you can sow now to 
mature in the autumn and into 
winter. 

The thing to remember when 
sowing these crops is that by 
the time they are maturing the 
weather conditions will be very 
different, with shorter daylight 
and less sunshine. 

Try to put them where they 
will get the maximum benefit 
from the shorter hours of 
sunshine, and where they will 
get some protection from winds. 
The first thing to remember 
when sowing seeds at this time 
of the year is moist conditions 


Young Adults 


Table Tennis 

Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
Wednesdays 2 
Starting 26 June 


FREE! 
For 15 


For more info: 


E: sportsdevelopment@oxford.gov.uk, 


T: 01865 252729 


W: www.oxford.gov.uk/communitysport 


Come along to earn points for prizes! 
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Free coaching plus fun 
skills and games! 


21 year olds 


in which to germinate. Never let 
them dry out. 


HOE AND GROW 


With the mixed bag of weather 
that we have been having, rain, 
wind and sunshine there is one 
tool that is invaluable, the hoe. It 
gives a three-fold benefit. 

The first of course is that 
it keeps the weeds down, and 
minimises the competition for 
nutrients, light and water which 
growing plants need. 

The second, is water 
conservation. By hoeing you 


with a trowel, | prefer to use a 
dibber. Dropping the leeks into 
deep holes and then watering 
in, washing the soil back around 
the leeks. | find this very easy 
and less time consuming than 
digging trenches and planting 
leeks and then filling in the 
trenches afterwards. 

As July approaches, having 
spring cabbage varieties ready 
to sow from the middle of the 
month through to mid August 
will be very good. You can 
plant them out in September/ 
October and they will mature 


break the process of evaporation the following spring. If you plant 


at the surface and you also 
break the capillary action 
by keeping the top soil dust 
mulched. 

The third benefit is that after 
rain the sun comes out and 
bakes the top soil and creates 
a crust which stops further rain 
from percolating into the soil. 
By hoeing you stop this crust 


them 30cm (12 Inches) apart, 
you will be able to use every 
other one in the early spring for 
Spring greens, leaving the other 
ones more room to mature into 
hearting cabbage. 


CROPS TO SOW NOW 


Beetroot, Carrot, Fennel, French 
Beans, Kohlrabi, Lettuce, Pak 


forming so using every little drop Choi, Radish, Rocket, Swiss 


of rain to its best advantage. 

One does have to be careful 
though when using the hoe on 
some crops with shallow roots 
such as onions, garlic and 
shallots. These would benefit 
from a mulch instead. 

Leek planting is a job that | 
enjoy. Rather than making holes 


3pm 


Chard, Swede, and Turnip. 
CROPS TO HARVEST 


At this time of the year, late 
June early July, there should 
be lots of crops nearly ready for 
harvesting. 

Broad beans, Potatoes, 
French and Runner Beans, 
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Young Adults 


bounts Wine 


lots of salads, lettuce, Rocket, 
salad leaves, Radishes, Spring 
Onions, and if you have a 
greenhouse or polytunnel, 
maybe some tomatoes and 
cucumbers. Spring cabbage 
should be nearly going over, 
but summer cabbage and 
cauliflower should be coming in. 

Keep an eye on your shallots 
and garlic. When the leaves 
start to turn yellow, put your fork 
under the shallots and lift them 
gently to help the ripen easier. 

Some people like to eat 
their garlic wet, this is when 
the leaves are dying down and 
before the cloves are ripened. 
Just dig them up and enjoy! 

Do not forget your courgettes. 
These should be used as soon 
as they are ready, or they will 
continue to grow into marrows. 


WINTER COPS TO SOW 


In gardening you always have to 
be thinking six months ahead, 
you should have winter greens 
ready to plant now, such as, 
Brussels, savoy, winter cabbage, 
winter cauliflower(don’t forget 
your spring cabbage) 

If you forget to plant the 
seeds in late May, you can 
always buy some plants from 
garden centers. 

| notice that Mill View garden 


Street Dance with Body Politic 
4.30pm 


Wednesdays 3.30 


Learn to lock, pop and 
drop moves like a pro! 


center at Wheatley has quite a 
large variety of greens on sale, 
and if you are a member of the 
Blackbird Leys allotment society 
you can get a ten per cent 
discount on any plants that you 
buy. 

Do not forget to sow a few 
turnips for autumn use and for 
winter stews. Purple Milan is a 
good variety for autumn use and 
Veitches Red Globe is a very 
reliable winter variety. 

Warm wet weather can be a 
recipe for disaster with potato 
and tomato blight. If you want 
to be notified of peak infection 
times log onto blightwatch.co.uk 

Continue to sow short rows 
of salad crops, such as lettuce, 
radish and spring onions. And 
then you will continue to have a 
good supply for the house. 

If anyone has any questions 
to ask they can see me at 
the allotment stall of the Leys 
Community Market, held monthly 
at the Barn, or if they have no 
room to grow vegetables, they 
can always buy produce that we 
have grown on the allotments. 


Happy gardening! 
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Blackbird Leys Youth Centre a. 


(Sports Hall) 
£1 per person 


Starting 26 June 2013 


15 


For more info: 


21 year olds 


E: sportsdevelopment@oxford.gov.uk, 


T: 01865 252729 


W: www.oxford.gov.uk/communitysport 


Come along to earn points for prizes! 
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mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


OPEN forums will be held 
on Blackbird Leys and on 
Rose Hill to address the 
issue of house prices in the 
city. 

Debbie Hollingsworth 
who has helped organised 
the event said: “It is no 
secret that there is a real 
shortage of social housing 
in Oxfordshire and this has 
led to hugely overpriced 
homes to buy or privately 
rent. It has been reported 
that we are living in one of 
the most expensive places 
to buy a property. 

“This is made worse by 
the fact that in most cases 
Local Housing Allowance 
falls below the private 
rents being charged. The 
properties that are within 
the allowance are quite 
often unsuitable and badly 
maintained. There is also 
the issue of huge deposits 
and agency fees, not to 
forget that many landlords 
are not willing to accept 
tenants who are claiming 
Local Housing Allowance.” 

Debbie added that 
families and single people 
who are on low incomes are 
already struggling to afford 
their private sector rent or 
pay their mortgage and the 


WELL the year is almost up and 
yet another birthday looms on the 
horizon and | am contemplating on my 


achievements. 


| have learnt a lot this year; perhaps 


chance of buying a property 
is almost impossible. 

She said: “But 
worryingly with the 
introduction of Universal 
Credit and the Benefit Cap 
more people are going to 
be at risk of rent arrears, 
eviction and homelessness. 
It is reported that 320 
households in the county 
will be affected by the 
benefit cap alone and this 
will be in the main larger 
families with more children. 

“We have already seen 
the impact on people 
in social housing as a 
result of the Bedroom 
Tax. Approximately 3,416 
households are expected 
to be notified of a cut in 
housing benefit for having 
more bedrooms than they 
are eligible for. 

"We need to act now by 
challenging letting agents, 
landlords and the Local 
Authority about the issues 
in the private rented and 
home ownership sector. 
Working class people 
cannot survive for much 
longer living here and the 
answer is not simply to 
move to another city with 
cheaper housing. We also 
need to think about our 


Oxford City—no 
place like home 
or too expensive 
to have a home? 


young people—what is their 
future home going to look 
like?” 

Debbie is keen for 
as many local people as 
possible to get involved. 
She added: “If you want to 
get involved then come to 
one of the open forums and 
speak out. We need the 
local community to get on 
board especially by voicing 
real life experiences.This 
is what embarrasses the 
government and hopefully 
will make them listen.” 


Leys News |/ 


@ The forums will be held at 
Blackbird Leys Community, 
Centre 16 July, 49m—6pm, 
and Rose Hill Community 
Centre, 24 July, 69m—8pm. 


You can arrive late and/or 
leave early. You can also 
send information to Debbie 
about your situation or 

just simply make contact: 
tellyourstoryoxford@gmail. 
com 


Anonymity is guaranteed 
if requested 


IT HAS been quite a year for 

Jane Yates, who set herself the 
challenge of learning new skills 
and taking part in new experiences 
to celebrate her 50th year. 
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"From the second | phoned up | felt 
someone was listening to me and at the 


time | was at my wit’s end. Within the 


hour | was seen by one of your workers... 


by the time | walked out I felt there was 
light at the end of the tunnel." 


At the Agnes Smith Advice Centre, we are 


here to help and support you. Our advice is 


free, independent and completely confidential. 


# Struggling with debt? 
We offer advice on all personal debt: 


@ Are you under pressure to pay back credit 


card debts or payday loans? 

@ Are Bailiffs hounding you? 

@ Are you struggling with rent arrears? 

@ How will you manage to pay back benefit 
overpayments? 


@ Are your utility (gas, electric, water) bills out 


of control? 
@ Do you need a Debt Relief Order or help 
with bankruptcy? 

We can help you whether you have one 
debt or many, small or large. Don't struggle 
on your own; seek advice before you reach 
crisis point. 


& Worried or confused about all the 


talk of benefit reforms? 

Let us explain how the changes will affect 
you. We help on a wide range of benefit 
issues: 
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@ Advising you which benefits you are 
entitled to 

@ Helping you complete benefit forms 
® Challenging decisions for you 

@ Representing you on appeals 


# Legal issues 
We run a free legal advice clinic for a wide 
range of other issues. Our lawyer can give 


guidance on small claims in the county court, 


consumer problems, employment disputes 
and contract and family law advice. 

We are here to help you at any stage and 
we are just around the corner. If we can't 
help you ourselves, we probably know who 
can. 


@ Drop-in 
Come to one of our weekly Drop-ins for a 
short session with an adviser. At the Centre: 
Monday, 2—4pm and Friday 10am—12pm. At 
the Farmhouse: Tuesday, 10am—12pm and 
Thursday, 10—12pm. 

Or drop by our reception anytime or to 
book a full appointmen telephone 770206. 

Our legal advice clinic 
is once a fortnight and is by 
appointment only. 
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the hardest lesson has been to come to 
terms with my hoarding but | am pleased 
to say that | now longer live with possibly 
having to sleep in the car as there was 
no room in my flat. 

| have thrown/given away a lot of stuff 
and arranged 70 original paintings and 
drawings to be giving away on July 4 from 
The Mill Gallery, 46 Cowley Road, please 
come collect one on from 10am. Images 
of the art are on www.janeyates.co.uk 

| have also published the book that | 
wrote for this column as an e book. It’s 
available on Amazon to download and | 
have arranged for Leys News readers to 
download it for free for a day on 14 July. 
www.amazon.co.uk/ author/paradoxchild 

It is in kindle format but you can 
download a kindle app for free on your 
computer. 


Dente rocn 
Dental Practice 


O) Exempt and fee paying patients welcome 
QO) Male and female dentists 

UO) Disabled access and ground floor surgeries 
O) Emergency appointments within 24hrs 

QO Private treatments available 

O Credit card payments accepted 


www.leysdental.co.uk 


8.30am - 5.30pm 
8.00am - 8.00pm 
8.30am - 5.30pm 


8.00am - 8.00pm 
8.30am - 8.00pm 


“s High standards of cleanliness and cross-infection procedures with your care 
So all is left to do is to say thanks. and safety at the centre of everything we do. 
Thanks to my friends and family who 
helped with the book and thanks to the 
people who taught me new skills and 
thanks to Leys News who let me write 
about it all. And finally thank you for 


reading. 


Leys Health Centre, Dunnock Way, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, OX4 7EX 


T: 01865 396 015 
E: leys@rodericksdental.co.uk 


Jane 
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Want to quit “4 
smoking? 


Use your local NHS Stop Smoking 
Service and you’re up to 4 times 
more likely to succeed. 

@ Free expert advice 


@ Prescription stop smoking 
treatments to help beat cravings 


@ Ongoing support from an NHS 
trained adviser 


Call us today on 0845 40 80 300 


Because life’s better Smokefree. 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 


supporting people through the process of quitting SMOKEFREE 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


DANCING FOR DEMENTIA 


Jackie gets her dancing shoes on to raise cash 


Jackie Kola with professional dance parter. 


DANCE fan Jackie Kola, who works as a 
chef at Oxford’s specialist dementia care 
home Vale House, is swapping her chef’s 
whites for dancing shoes to raise cash 
and take part in this year’s Strictly Oxford 
dancing competition. 


very flattered and honoured to be asked 

if | can take part in Strictly Oxford and 

of course raising money for a very good 
cause—Vale House. I’m sure I'll enjoy 
participating and I’m looking forward to the 
training. It will be a whole new experience 


Following the fantastic success of the 2012 
event the organising committee has taken 
the huge step of moving from the Town 
Hall to The New Theatre so that more 
friends, family, supporters and devotees of 
Strictly can enjoy the event this year. 

Co-organiser Mary Carey said: “Every 
autumn the nation is captivated by the 
dancers and dresses on Strictly Come 
Dancing, so when Step by Step Dance 
School offered to help us put together an 
event specifically for Oxford we jumped at 
the chance.” 

Sixteen local celebrities have been 
paired up with 16 dancers from Step by 
Step and after six weeks training will be set 
to wow the crowds with their moves. 

For more than 20 years, Vale House 
in Botley, West Oxford, has been helping 
relatives through difficult times. The 
specialist dementia care home prides 
itself on putting the patient at the heart of 
everything it does. 

Head of home Tricia O’Leary explains: 

“People with dementia deserve the same 
nice surroundings and the same dignity 

as you or | do. They deserve to have an 
en-suite and they deserve to be able to 
shower by themselves before starting their 
day.” 

Vale House was set up in 1990 by 
a group of volunteers in Botley. They 
aimed to provide psychological, physical 
and palliative nursing care for people 
profoundly affected by dementia. The 
disease was relatively unknown at the time, 
but NHS Oxfordshire believes more than 


so much in recent years about the way 
people with dementia need to be cared for. 
And so we felt we needed to move.” 

The organisation moved to a new £5m 
centre in Sandford-on-Thames, which 
opened in February 2012. 

The home includes a hairdressing 
salon, a special open-hatched kitchen so 
residents can see and smell food cooking 
and memory boxes for precious keepsakes. 
Special occasions such as birthday 
celebrations, music sessions and visits 
from Pets as Therapy add to the relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere. 

During 2012, the home launched a 
£2.4m fundraising drive to secure its future. 
Tricia said: “This is a wonderful building. 
Relatives visiting loved ones have spoken 
about how much calmer they are and that 
is a direct result of this new building” 

We are thrilled that Strictly Oxford 2013 
will be held at the New Theatre Oxford 
which will help to raise awareness and 
funds for Vale House. 


@ For more information on Vale House 
and a list of the dancers go to 
www.valehouse.org.uk 


@ You can book your tickets for 
Strictly Oxford at atgtickets.com/oxford 
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o be won 


Enter at leysphoto.com 
Sponsored by the Leys Youth Programme 


for me.” 
Strictly will take place on Sunday 21 
July at 6.30pm at The New Theatre, Oxford. 


Jackie has worked at Vale House for 
three years. She said: “I love music, | love 
dancing and I’m an outgoing person. | was 


8,000 people in the county will have been 
diagnosed with dementia by 2016. 
Tricia O’Leary added: “We have learned 


(booking fees apply) or visit the New 
Theatre Box Office 0844 871 7627. 
Tickets are from £10. 


D L HANCOCK LID 


Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 


Established 19 years an still independent 


WE ARE NOW OXFORD'S ONLY 
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTOR 
A caring traditional 24 hour service 
provided by Mr. Hancock and his team personally 
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Serving Oxford and all Surrounding Areas 


Se en le ee 


Private Chapel Of Rest 
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Mercedes Fleet of Funeral Cars 
Perfect Choice 


Funeral Plans 


Member of 
The Aihara Apacianion 
ef Pune rad Directors 


Tel: 01865 767780 (24 Hrs) 
126 London Road, Headington, 
OXFORD ON3 9ED 


www.dihancock.co.uk 
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Fashion on the Leys 


with Natalie Wallace 


.‘y Gatsby Glamour 
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WHEN Aussie director Baz Luhrmann 
announced he was releasing The 
Great Gatsby, the fashion world swung 
into a frenzy ensuring that flapper 
dresses, deco-style jewels and strings 
of pearls would be part of the agenda. 
Even more so when it was announced 
Prada would be designing some of the 
glittering dresses for the big screen, 
along with costume designer (and 
Luhrmanm’s wife) Catherine Martin. 
The film did not disappoint and | would 
highly recommend it even if it’s just 

to watch the beautiful Daisy, float 
across the screen in stunning twenties 


ballgowns and Tiffany and Co jewellery. 
The Gatsby look is nothing short 
of sensational, sophisticated glamour 
and diamonds, diamonds, diamonds. 
The twenties garcon silhouette, first 
championed by Coco Chanel, is aa 
fairly tough look to pull off as striking 
the perfect balance between feminine 
and boyish is the key. It’s also difficult 
to work the Gatsby look into a casual 
wardrobe so keep these pieces aside 
for special occasions. Despite being a 


classic vintage look, twenties inspired 
pieces will look fresh and modern at a 


wedding, the races or any formal event. 


George at Asda have this gorgeous 
flapper style dress (1) with distinctive 
twenties dropped waist and trim detail. 
Pair with modern accessories for a 
subtle nod to the trend or read on for 
an all over Gatsby get up. 

As the character Daisy so 
exquisitely displayed, the more sparkle 
the better. Florence and Fred at Tesco 
have these earrings (2) for just £5 
and head to Accessorize for a choice 
of colourful cocktail rings (6) like this 
one for £10. Shoes should be flat or 
have a low thick or block heel, after all 
you can’t Charleston in sky-scraper 
platforms! Matalan have these cute 
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pumps (4) which are still glittery 
enough to pair with a party dress. 

Tuck up hair in a turban style hat 
(3) like this one from Asos for £15 or 
choose a decorative hair band for the 
finishing touch. This one from Primark 
is a bargain at £4. 


The best accessory to pair with 
any fashion trend at the moment is 
beautifully painted nails (above). With 
the nail art phenomenon on a high, 
there are cheap and easy ways to 
create fabulous designs and you 
don't have to be a nail technician to 
pull them off. Scotch tape, believe it 
or not, and Models Own nail polish 
have come up with the following tips to 
create a gorgeous Art Deco nail design 
which will look fabulous with any outfit, 
Gatsby or not. 

You will need the following: 

Models Own Gold Digger varnish (£5 
each) 

Models Own Sterling Silver 
Champagne varnish 

Models Own Black Magic varnish 
Scissors 


Scotch Tape (£5.99 for tape with 
dispenser) 

Base Coat 

Top Coat 

Clean up brush 


1. Prepare some narrow strips (a 
variety of widths up to about 5mm), and 
some triangular wedges of tape using 
a sharp pair of scissors. Rest the strips 
on the edge of a clean object so that 
they can be easily picked up later. Also 
prepare a few big pieces of tape which 
will be used to protect your fingers from 
getting polish on them. 

2. Apply a base coat. 

3. Apply a coat of gold nail polish to 
each nail. 

4. Put the large pieces of tape around 
the edges of the nail on the ring finger 
to cover the surrounding skin. 

5. Apply some silver nail polish to 

one end of a flat cosmetics sponge, 
and gold nail polish to the other end, 
making the colours meet in the middle. 


Starting at the piece of nail nearest 
your finger, roll the sponge on to the 
nail to create a colour gradient of silver 
into gold at the tip. Leave to dry. 

6. When the base colour is dry, arrange 
the strips and triangles of tape in 

your chosen pattern on all of the nails. 
We have chosen to create a striking 
triangular effect along the length of the 
nail. Make sure they are smooth and in 
full contact with the nail but don’t push 
on too hard. Use tweezers if you find it 
too fiddly with your fingers. 

7. Apply a layer of black nail polish 

to each nail one at a time, removing 
the tape from each as you go, using 
tweezers. Have a tissue handy to put 
the used pieces of tape on to. 

8. Once dry, apply a top coat to each 
nail. 

9. If necessary, you can dip a small 
makeup brush into acetone and use 
this to clean up around the nail to 


create clean smooth lines. 
/ a 
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10. Admire the finished look! 
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NEW Dovecote Project 
giddy's Dream 


Dovecote Afloat 


For 8 to 14 years olds 
Monday 22 July until Thursday 15 August 


Dovecote Afloat will run alongside our current playschemes 


Children can to attend at the same time as our centre based 
schemes i.e. Easter and summer schemes. You can sign up 
to attend Dovecote Afloat for one week at a time only. 


Cost will is £20.00 per week per child 
pre-booked child care costs £25 per day 
9.30am until 3.30pm 
Children will be transported to boat by a 
fully qualified mini bus driver free of charge. 
Registration to attend our summer scheme will be held 


Friday 12 July, 9.15am at the Dovecote Centre, 
Nightingale Avenue, Blackbird Leys. 


Thanks to an Aiming High grant we have purchased a second hand narrow boat. 
The boat has room to do on board activities young people will have the opportunity 
to enjoy a variety of activities and opportunities along the Oxford canal and or the 
Thames tow paths. Time spent in the natural world promotes a positive outlook on 
life; it enhances and promotes children’s understanding and ability to make 


positive changes to benefit the environment and wildlife. 


Example of activities, children will have the opportunity to access: Scavenge hunting, 
collecting materials to make collages and models; Wombling—identify and removing 
litter, hazards dangerous to environment and wildlife; Creating homes for wildlife. 


This new exciting project will provide young people 
with many new, challenging, fun activities and opportunities 


Priority will be given to Blackbird Leys Residents 


July 2013 


DOVECOTE SUMMER PLAYSCHEME 


4 TO 12 YEARS OLDS 
Monday 22 July until Thursday 15 August 
(First two weeks or second two weeks only) 
10am-3pm 
9.30am-3.30pm for working parents 


aM 


£40 for two week placement per child (p/us trip money)—this 
charge is for families NOT in receipt of Working Tax Credits. 


Parents needing the scheme for childcare the cost is £25 per day 
(plus trip etc) which in most cases (please check before hand) can be 
claimed from Working Family Tax Credit. You can register before the 
day of registration to guarantee a place and if paying the full cost 
of the scheme you can have all four weeks. 


The £25 per day charge is also applicable when fees etc are being paid 
for by other agencies i.e. Social Services, Children Centre, etc. Again 
registration forms can be collected and submitted before registration. 


PLEASE NOTE: Anyone whose child needs an epipen needs to 
inform us before hand to enable us to have the relevant training 
in place, otherwise your child will not be able to attend. 


Registration will be held at the Dovecote Centre 
(Nightingale Ave, Blackbird Leys) 
Friday 12 July, 9.15am 


Forms can be collected before hand but cannot be LEISURE 
handed in until the morning of registration. 


ALL FEES PAID ON THE DAY OF REGISTRATION TO SECURE A PLACE 
For further information telephone Carol on Oxford 712299 


OXFORD 


Priority will be given to Blackbird Leys Residents specu: 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711 
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Shopping at the heart of your community 


Visit us at www.templarssquare.com, 


Leys News |11 


Arts and culture 
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register for our newsletter or join us on Facebook 


Save the Last Dance For Me 
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Elizabeth Carter-Marie and Kieran McGinn-Curtis in Save the Last Dance For Me. 


FROM the team that brought you 
Dreamboat and Petticoats, Bill 
Kenwright and Laurie Mansfield 
present a brand new musical full 
of rock 'n' roll classics! Save the 
Last Dance for Me will take you 


back through the music and magic 
of the early 60s, a time when each 


passing week brought another 
rock ‘n’ roll classic. 

Written by Laurence Marks 
and Maurice Gran (Goodnight 


Sweetheart, Birds of a Feather, 
Shine on Harvey Moon), featuring 
the unmistakable music of Doc 
Pomus and Mort Shuman, and 
with authentic recreation of 

* roll, this 
nostalgic, feel-good journey will 
transport you back to music’s 
golden era as we follow two 
teenage sisters through the 


the sound of rock ‘n 


summer of 1963. 


The siblings embark on a 


CRAFT CORNER 


Cake stand 


THERE is nothing like tea 
and cakes. Why not have 
a go at making this cake 
stand out of old odd plates. 
To make it you will need: 

@ Marker pen 

@ Tape measure 

@ Tile drill bits 

@ Drill 


@ Cake stand fitting (from a 
pound on eBay depending 
on finish). 

Measure across your 
plates to find the middle. 
Drill a hole carefully; rest 
the plate on a old towel 
while doing this. Proceed 
with caution as the drill bit 
and the plate gets very hot. 

Assemble, make cakes 
and invite friends around to 
admire your efforts! 


holiday to the seaside for the first 
time without their parents. Full of 
freedom and high spirits they meet 
a handsome young American 

who invites them to a dance at 

the local U.S. Air force base, but 
young love and holiday romance 
is never as simple as it sounds, 
and the sisters soon realise that 
while the world around them is still 
watching itself in black and white, 
life and love can be much more 


colourful. 

Featuring the classic hits of 
Pomus and Shuman including 
A Teenager in Love, Sweets for 
my Sweet, Turn Me Loose, Here 
| Go Again, Viva Las Vegas, 
Little Sister, His Latest Flame, 
Suspicion, Can’t Get Used to 
Losing You, Save the Last Dance 
For Me and many more. 


WIN TICKETS! 


The New Theatre Oxford has a 
pair of tickets to see Save The 
Last Dance For Me to give away! 

To be in with a chance of 
winning, simply answer the 
following question: 


Complete the title of this classic 
pop hit: Sweets forMy.... 

a. Sweet 

b. Friend 

c. Tummy 


The prize is two tickets for the 
opening night performance on 
Monday 22 July at 7.30pm. 


Send your entries to: 


Save the Last Dance for Me 
Leys News 

26 Kingfisher Green 
Greater Leys 

Oxford OX4 7BX 


Or email editor@leysnews. 
co.uk and put theatre in the 
subject line 


The deadline for entries is 
10 July. Usual terms and 
conditions apply. 


FIRST BOOK 
FOR JANE 


LEYS News community journalist 
Jane Yates has published her first 
book. Jane, who contributes regular 
cartoons, articles on craft and is 
also a columnist, has based her 
book on time travel and museums. 
The Paradox Child is available to 
buy from Amazon. 


A SUMMER 
HOLIDAY TREAT 


ean alee, Se 


JAMES lives with Aunt Sponge and 
Aunt Spiker, the most revolting aunts 
in England. They make him work and 
slave and never let him play with other 
children. Then one day he meets a 
mystical old man who gives him a bag 
that contains the strongest magic the 
world has ever known. When James 
accidentally spills the bag near an old 
peach tree, the most incredible things 
start to happen—and James embarks 
on the adventure of a lifetime! 

Following its acclaimed 
productions of George’s Marvellous 
Medicine and The Jungle Book, 
Birmingham Stage Company presents 
James and the Giant Peach, Roald 
Dahl’s amazing story, adapted by 
renowned children’s playwright David 
Wood. 

If you are looking for fruit-filled 
fun and wizz-popping wonders this 
summer holiday, then do not miss 
James and his Giant Peach! 


James and the Giant Peach 
Oxford Playhouse 

Tuesday 23 to Saturday 27 July 
Times: Tue: 7pm, Wed to Fri: 2pm and 
7pm, Sat: 10.30am and 2pm 

Tickets: £9.50 to £16 

Ticket office: 01865 305 305 
www.oxfordplayhouse.com 
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BY ALAN WITTON 


Roll out the lawnmower, 
It’s Fathers’ Day! 


BY THE time this paper hits the 
presses we will have been treated 
to the annual extravaganza and 
cardfest known as Fathers’ Day. 
A special double dose for those 
who have manfully (or womanfully) 
survived Mothers’ Day earlier in the 
year. 

| get increasingly uptight as the 
calendar is packed full of arbitrary 
additions such as Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day, Grandparents’ Day 
and (for all | know) Second Cousins 
Three Times Removed Day, as well 
as the festivals that we all knew as 
children! 

Now don't get me wrong. | have 


A PASS FOR 
FAMILY FUN! 


absolutely nothing against second 
cousins three times removed 

as such. In fact | derived great 
pleasure a few weeks back from 
meeting, for the first and probably 
only time, a charming young woman 
from Australia who bears roughly 
that relationship to me! Eva is 
descended from one of four Wittons 
who left London to settle in Australia 
in the 1850s. 

Apart from a hastily scribbled 
footnote to my grandfather’s 
account of the family history in his 
copy of Shakespeare, that was all 
we knew about them until recently, 
when Eva emailed me to say she 


The voucher entitles you to 
join Cosmo and his friends at 
Partyman World of Play, Oxford. 
It provides a fantastic place for 
families to let their children have 
fun and play with themed play 
structures, a football area, ball 


was living in London for a couple of 
years and could we meet up? Could 
we indeed. It was fun. 

But all these additions to the 
days such as Christmas and 
family birthdays (and sometimes, 
less happily, death anniversaries) 
when we consider our nearest 
and dearest, seem to be designed 
only to fatten the wallets of card 
manufacturers—not to achieve any 
great increase in human happiness 
(unless of course you happen to 
own shares in a card manufacturer). 

The rot started in the nineteenth 
century with a festival celebrated 
in the churches and elsewhere as 
Mothering Sunday. It was provided 
as one of the few days of the year 
when young people in domestic 
service would be released to go 
home and visit their mothers (and 
presumably also their fathers). As 
such it provided a useful antidote to 
the separation of families which was 
all too common in those days. But 
those days, and that reason, have 
gone for good. And there never was 
such a reason to celebrate Fathers’ 
Day as a separate occasion. 

| get upset at the omission 
from these special “days” of any 
reference to people like myself, who 


have a bite to eat from the ever 
changing menu of freshly prepared 
food. This Monday to Sunday 
complimentary family pass is valid 
for any day of the year saving you 
up to £22. 


are not mothers, nor fathers, nor 
grandparents, nor anything else that 
the card companies might deign to 
take notice of. 

Quite ordinary people, 
sometimes useful members of 
society (though others must make 
that judgement as far as concerns 
me), whose only crime is to 
somehow avoid trifling too much 
with the opposite sex, marriage, or 
families. 

People whose own mothers and 
fathers may have been pushing 
up the daisies for many years. 
People who can best be described 
as second cousins, half-brothers 
or adoptive sisters, but who have 
experienced few of the more 
intimate relationships. 

Does that make us un-persons, 
in George Orwell's horrible 
expression? | very much hope 
not. Because those of us who 
have not had to bring up children 
and grandchildren, have at least 
had time and opportunity to do 
something else useful for the 
benefit of society. Some of us have 
chosen to abstain from marriage; 
some have never met the right 
person; some have been more or 
less happily married for many years 


THIS month we have a great prize 
for our budding young artists. Our 
friends at the Partyman World of 
Play are giving away a FREE family 
pass for two adults and two children. 


cannons, fantastic slides and a 
specially designed toddler area 
for little guests who are under 
three years of age. You can 


Send your entries to Leys 
News, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Greater Leys OX4 7BX by 15 
July. 


July 2013 


without ever hearing the patter of 
tiny feet. But most of us, hopefully, 
have still managed to be honest and 
well-intentioned citizens. 

| think we should all band 
together and petition the 
Government to pass a law 
introducing Non-Parents Day, with 
cards, people coming to our doors 
bringing posies and chat, and 
perhaps even parties. 

You could have it on February 
29 perhaps, then the family-oriented 
majority need only be troubled by it 
once every four years. And perhaps 
all these crusty bachelors and 
daffy old maids could get together, 
have a good time, and who knows, 
perhaps one or two marriages 
might take place that wouldn't have 
happened otherwise. It would give 
anew meaning to the phrase “leap 
year proposal”. 

And if the card manufacturers 
want to produce cards saying 
“Happy Crusty Old Bachelors and 
Daffy Old Maids Day!”, it would 
have one important, and beneficial, 
effect on their bottom line. Namely 
that you would need a really big and 
correspondingly expensive card to 
fit all the words in. 


ee A No oe ee 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


OXFORD 


BROOKES 


UNIVERSITY 


Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. 
If you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes please call 
Sobia Afridi on 01865 484886 
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Leys Learning 


A WARM WELCOME 
TO LITTLEMORE! 


thi Sests ineettST TES 


THE latest area of Ox- 
ford to have launched 
its own community 
newspaper is Littlem- 
ore. The first issue of 
Littlemore News rolled 
off the press last week, 
and so far the feed- 
back has been really 
positive. 

The paper was 
launched by a team of 
local volunteers follow- 
ing a six week commu- 
nity journalism training 
course run by Leys 
News with funding from 
Oxford Brookes Univer- 
sity. The project was 
also support by local 
county and city council- 


Helping students 
recycle old clothes 


OXFORD City Council, 
Oxford Brookes University, 
the University of Oxford, and 
the British Heart Foundation 
are joining forces for a 
second year to encourage 
students to recycle old 
clothes and textiles as they 
leave for the summer. 

Last year, Oxford 
Brookes and University 
of Oxford students living 
in halls and university 
accommodation donated 
over 15 tonnes of clothing 
which raised an estimated 


£15,000 for the heart charity. 


This year, the charity 
has been working closely 
with Oxford City Council to 
set up collection locations 
for student living in private 
rented housing to be able to 
take part too. 

Councillor John Tanner, 
Board Member for Cleaner, 
Greener Oxford, said: “Last 
year’s pilot scheme was 
really successful at reducing 
waste from university halls 
and colleges in Oxford that 
would previously have been 
sent to landfill. 


lor Gill Sanders. 


INSPIRING 
STUDENTS AT 
THE ACADEMY 


FOLLOWING the success of The 
Oxford Academy’s 2012 Summer 
School, the school is launching its 
2013 programme, Around the World 
in 10 days. Taking place during the 
second two weeks of the summer 
holidays, the programme is jam 
packed with a variety of activities 
covering a wide range of subjects. 


sessions. Students will also learn 


car washing services to managing 
directors of a global IT solutions 
company. This is also an invaluable 


i 


wlam 


From an African music workshop at 
a local museum to continental cookery 


how former students went from G&S 


opportunity for students to get to know 


Oxford Community 
Development Officer 
Val Churchill who 
brought the group of 
volunteers together 
said: “This has been 
a fantastic project and 
a lot of effort and hard 
work has gone into 
making this a success. 
Many of the local busi- 
nesses are very inter- 
ested in supporting our 
paper by buying adver- 
tising space, and this 
along with the fantastic 
comments that the 
paper is receiving as a 
whole is very rewarding 
and the group has done 


very proud of everyone 
who has dedicated their 
time to getting involved 
and Littlemore News 
will be an important 
resource for the area.” 
Littlemore News 
is run by a team of 
volunteers who live in 
Littlemore, and is pro- 
duced with editorial and 
design support from the 
team at Oxford Com- 
munity Media who also 
produce Leys News, 
Rose Hill News, Cowley 
News and Wood Farm 
News as well as Dee 
Park News for an area 
of Reading. 


other students, staff and their new 
school environment before starting at 
The Academy in September. Selected 
students will be invited soon! 


Ethnic Minority 
Business Services 


Tyndale House, Second 
Floor, 134b Cowley Road, 
Oxford OX4 1JQ. 


EMBS provides training for 
the unemployed, learning 
services for both adults and 
young people (ages 16-18) 
and business courses for local 
businesses. 


@ 07865 794431 


“We are keen to replicate 
this success and make 
it as easy as possible 
for students to recycle 
in halls and colleges but 
also in private rented 
accommodation.” 

Andrea Siret, Community 
Liaison Manager at Oxford 
Brookes University, added: 
“This project is a great 
example of partnership 
working. The coordinated 
approach enables the two 
universities and the City 
Council to ensure consistent 
messages and advice are 
provided to students in 
Oxford. 

“We are hopeful that this 
exercise encourages many 
students to take advantage 
of the various ways of 
recycling their unwanted 
goods. This will assist in 
reducing the amount of 
waste left behind at the end 
of the academic year." 

There are many other 
ways you can reduce 
items you throw away as 
your move out of your 
student accommodation, 


including how to reuse or 
recycle unwanted furniture, 
electrical items and even 
bikes! 


To get involved please place 
unwanted textiles, CDs, 
DVDs and books in the red 
banks placed around the city 
at the following locations: 

@ East Avenue (corner of 
Nye Bevan Close) 

@ Regal Community Centre, 
Ridgefield Road 

@ Corner of Grays Road 
and Old Road 

@ Morrell Avenue (top end) 
@® Manzil Way, Cowley Road 
@ Oxford Brookes 
University, Headington Hill 
site 

@ Sinnet Court, Southfield 
Road (Monday to Friday, 
Yam to 5pm) 

@ Oxford University 
Students Union, 2 Worcester 
Street 

@ The Peoples 
Supermarket, Cowley Road 
@ Albert Place, Jericho 


to improve your 
work prospects? 


@ More information can be found at www.oxford.gov.uk/recycling4students 


@ Would you like 


@ Would you like 
help to get a Job? 


If yes then phone now to 
find out about our courses. 


Do you want to help 
your community? 
BLITZ is currently looking 

for voluntary teaching 


assistants with basic IT skills 
@eeeeeoeeeaeaeaeaeeeaesneesede © 


Let Ruskin College 
Change your life! 


1 ithout 


Study for a de 


Vv agree mst 
sib Us qualifica” ae 


At Ruskin, we welcome anyone from the age of 19+ and from any 
background. We do not discriminate against anyone. 


Ruskin College Oxford offers: 
@®A second chance in education, even without 
qualifications 
@® The opportunity to learn with other adults 
@®Plenty of support from tutors 
®@A diverse student body committed to equality 


We offer lifelong learning short courses to prepare for work or further 
study in many subjects and also short courses in English and Maths 
which offer an ideal first step into education or an ideal taster step in 
returning to learning. 


We also offer a wide range of courses from Certificate of Higher 
Education level up to MA level in various subjects: 
®Law @international Labour and Trade Union Studies (ILTUS) 
®History PHistory with Social Sciences #@Women’s Studies 
®English Studies: Creative Writing and Critical Practice 
@®Social and Political Studies #Youth and Community Work 
@®Social Work @Writing for Performance 
@Business and Social Enterprise 
For full information of the courses we offer, visit our website or 


contact us on: 
Follow us: Pt | tr 


T: 01865 759600 
E: enquiries@ruskin.ac.uk 

Feel free to call in and speak to someone or even pop in for a coffee 
at our new Crinkle Crankle Café which is open to all. 

Ruskin College 
Ruskin Hall 
Dunstan Road 
Old Headington 
Oxford 

OX3 9BZ 


Ruskin College is approved by The Open University as an appropriate organisation to offer 
higher education programmes leading to Open University validated awards. 


NEWS FROM BLITZ 


IT courses still 
FREE with BLITZ! 


@ Would you like to 
improve your IT skills? 


DROP IN TIMES: 


(FREE access to the 
internet for all adults) 


Monday: 12.30-3.00pm 
Friday: 12.30-3.00pm 
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WHAT'S ON 


in the Leys 


ADVICE 


@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre 


Gives free independent and 


impartial advice. Drop-in sessions 


are in the centre on Mondays 
2.00—4.00pm and Fridays 
10.00am-12.00pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
10am—12pm. 

@ 01865 770206 


CHILDREN 


BLAP: Afterschool club 
Outdoor and indoor activities 
for yrs 8-13 in a structured 
environment. 3.00-5.30pm. 
£1 per session (5 sessions £4) 
@ 07530933690 

and 01865 236646 


# Breastfeeding Café 
Mondays, 1.00pm—2.00pm 
at Leys Children’s Centre, 
Cuddesdon Corner. 

@ Camille, 0789 995 8316 


@ Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 


Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities and advice for young 
people. @ 01865 772886. 


.@ Maluchy group 

for Polish speaking families 
with children ages 0 to 5 years. 
Saturday, 10.00am-11.30am, at 
Pegasus School. 

@ Agata, 07874 187 704 


CLASSIFIEDS 


CRAFTS 


WITNEY SEWING AND 
KNITTING CENTRE 


We are a family run business 
whose aim is to provide 
customers with a friendly and 
efficient service for all their sewing 
and knitting needs. 

We have an extensive range of 
haberdashery and provide repair 
and maintenance services. 


61 High St, Witney OX28 6JA 
@ 01993 702772 


HEATING 


HEATING SPARES 
RA LEGEE POW CaM Tee 
We supply gas, oil, water and 
commercial heating spares in the 
uk and abroad to customers all 
over the world! 
Tel: 01865 779925 
Fax: 01865 748035 
Mob: 07821530828 
info@hotonheatingspares.co.uk 
www.hotonheatingspares.co.uk 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford OX4 3TN 
@ 07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

@ 07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


Dovecote Afterschool Club 
Tuesdays—Thursdays, 3.15- 
5.00pm, £1.30 per session. 
@ 01865 712299 & 
07974234661 


e 


Brownies: 
Thurs, Holy Family Church Hall. 
@ Jennifer Pleass 07886 757338 


@ 35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


@ Leys Kiddie Club 
Thursdays, 9.30am-2.30pm, at 
Dovecote Family Drop-in Room. £1 


@ Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30-9.30p at Sandy 
Lane West. Boys and girls ages 
13 to 18. 

@ 01869 259681 


@ Mother and Toddler 
Bounce 

Trampoline Sessions suitable 
for mothers and toddlers held 
on Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am. 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. 
@ Fiona, 07891 419793 


CLEANING 


Solo Assist Domestic Cleaning 
Services 

(including end of tenancy). 

@ Marilyn on 01865 308067 

or 07990 630332 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, OX4 4GP 
Tel: 01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 
@ 07417 439520 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
@ 01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX 
@ 01865 775849 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Rd, OX4 3LR 
%@ 01865 777137 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, OX4 4HS 
@ 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS 

9¥ 01865 236116 


Rainbows 

For girls aged 5 to 7. 

Fridays during term time, 
5.30-6.30pm, at the Holy 
Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 

@ Alexandra, 07804 500313. 


@ Strawbery Fayre 
Majorettes 

Training every Wednesday at 
the Barn in Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, 7.00-9.15pm. 

@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


Tiny tots majorettes 
At the Barn in Nightingale 
Avenue, Wednesdays, from 
6-6.45pm. £3 each session. 
New members welcome. 

@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


@ Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4.00-5.00pm 
£1.20. For 14-18 year olds 


.| Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 


Pizza Polo 

34 Cowley Rad, Littlemore 
OxX4 4LD 

@ 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, OX4 6NQ 
@ 01865 792037 


The Garden 
99-100 The Market, OX1 3YD 
@ 01865 240709 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS 


CLOTHING 
Children/ babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


GARDENS 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhamptom, Oxford 
@ 01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, OX1 5AR 
@ 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EF 
@ 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford 
Fe 01865 326066 


A quick guide to what’s 
available locally. If you 
have a service or event 
you'd like to include, 
please ring 01865 711756 


EDUCATION 


# Able Centre 
Free courses in Maths and English. 
@ Nicky, 01865 728688 


@ Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, 
email, file management, PC 
maintenance and more. 

@ 01865 714492 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, 
use of computers for adults and 
children, photocopying, reading 
group, holiday activities. 


Opening times: 
Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am-12pm 


and 1.30-5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 
Friday Closed 


LEISURE 


@ Irish dancing. 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and 
Thurs, 5pm. 


@ Boxing Club. 

Tues and Thurs 7.30-9.00pm, 
at Youth Centre, Blackbird Leys 
Road. 

@ Tony Gibson, 01865 432995 


@ The Oxford Community 
Choir 

All welcome. 

@ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannahsings@gmail.com 


JOBS 


Start your own business 

with Neals Yard Remedies. 

For more info call Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 
OX4 4XP 

@ 01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS 
@ 01865 778709 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in 
threading eyebrow/full face. 
Beauty treatments, holistic 
therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, 
Oxford OX4 3PH 

@ 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSER 

Qualified, Professional, 
Experienced. Great Results 
Ladies cut & blow dry... £15.00 


Menisicutissaneaaccceee £8.00 
Ghilldrenyayseacteeec £6.00 
Perms (including cut) ..... £38.00 
Highlights ....... from £38.00 
(including cut) 


@ Jenny, 01865 776777 
& 07501 787 123 


Blackbird Leys 


Swimming Pool 
Blackbird Leys Road. 
General swimming times are: 
Mon & Fri, 5.45-6.45pm; 

Sat & Sun, 11.145am-1.00pm, & 
1.30-2.30pm 

Prime Time for over 50s: 
Mon, 12-1.00pm; 

Wed, 11.30-12.30pm 

Water Workout: 

Tue and Fri, 12-1.00pm 


Slimming World 
Thurs, 12-1.00pm 


@ 01865 467040 


Blackbird Leys 
Bowls Club 


Cuddesdon Way 


The Club is looking for new 
members. Open night every 
Thursday from 6.00pm 

For further details contact: 

@ David Buckwell, 01865 881735 
or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


BBL Leisure Centre 
Zumba: 
Mondays, 10.30-11.30am 


Body Balance: 
Tuesdays, 11.00-12.00pm 


Legs, Bums, Tums: 
Wednesdays, 10.15-11.15am 


Body Pump: 
Thursdays, 9.30-10.30am 


Pilates: 

Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am 
Boxercise: 

Fridays, 10.30-11.30am 


Overs 50s indoor cycling: 
Mondays, 11.30-12.15pm 


@ 01865 467020 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


ZUMBA 
FITNESS PARTY 


Tuesdays, 6.30-7.30pm at 
The Oxford Academy School, 
Sandy Lane West. Party 
Yourself into Shape! 

Latin inspired dance fitness. £5 
per class (5 classes in a row 
for price of 4!) 

Wiggle & Giggle yourself fit! 


@ 07714 248177 
zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com 
www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, OX4 7ZD 
@ 01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


EXPERIENCE 
LIFE AT YOUR 
OWN TERMS 


Become a consumer or a 
distributor of RELIV Nutrition 
Products and become a healthy 
champion by consuming the 
products and financially stable 
by becoming a distributor. 


@ Flora, 07901 970363 
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OLDER PEOPLE 


@ Prime Time Over 50s 
group 

Wednesdays, 10.30am-3.30pm, 
at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road (£1.50). Keep fit, 
bingo, indoor bowls, speakers, 
activities and trips. 

@ 07534 740589 


\o/ 
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H Golden Circle 
@ Mrs S Williams, 01865 770626 
and 07748 999522 


H Silver Circle 


@ 435954 (Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre) 


The Clockhouse 


see box on 
opposite page 


@ Monday lunch club 
@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


@ Leys Community Church 
Over 60s Club 

Wednesday afternoons. 

@ Keith Templar, 715815 


@ Grandparents’ Stay & Play 
Bring your grandchildren to the 
Leys Childrens Centre drop-in, 
specially for grandparents. Weds 
1-3 pm at the Dovecote. 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified 
ad. Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when 
booking for 12 months). To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness 
Club, Kassam Stadium 

@ 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY 
@ 01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, OX4 6TJ 
@ 01865 772303 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, OX4 2NH 
@ 01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, OX4 2NH 
@ 01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 

Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 
OX4 21Z 

@ 01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD 
@ 01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys 
@ 01865 773486 


FOR SALE 
Full set of Golf Clubs with trolley 
plus pair of golf shoes size 9. 


@ Dave, 01865 775365 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


WELLBEING 
Oxfordshire Mind 


Short courses, groups and other 
support are available for anyone 
with a mental health problem. 


@ Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird 
Leys Community Centre. 
9.30am-3.30pm. A self-help 
group of people who use or have 
used Mental Health Services, 


Blackbird Leys Allotment 
Association have vacant 
plots to rent on Kestrel 
Crescent site and Sorrell 
Road site. 
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LOCAL CHURCHES 


@ Redeem Christian Church of God 
Meets at the Leisure Centre, Pegasus Road. 


Sunday Service: 3-6.00pm 


Bible study on Fridays: 7-8pm, except last Friday 


@ Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys 

Sunday Masses; 9.30am, with music and children’s 
liturgy; and at 6.00pm. 


A 10 pole plot costs £23.00 of month. @ 01865 776903 
To find out more drop in to the working together to get support é 
Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St for, to share experiences. Lunch oa ath ane a ete and ane 766056 ® Christian Harvest Ministries 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns | available for £1. 10% discount, ee See con Meets at the Jack Argent Room at BBL Community 
Road. vy 07729 581975 Call Reg Curnock 454524 |_| Leys Community Church Centre, Sundays, 3-5.30pm 
@ 01865 247788 M Yoga For All email rcumock@ntiworld.com Meets on Sunday, 11am at the Oxford Academy, o ae eerie 01865 701129 


Beecroft Room (includes special activities for 
children and young people). 
@ Chipper and Anna Betts, 07985 982804 


Experienced Yoga teacher. 
@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


@ ZUMBA Fitness Party 
Tues, 6.30-7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 
@ 07714 248177 
zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com 
www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


@ Skiptrix Fitness Class 
Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30-7.15pm at the 
Ark T Centre, Cowley. 
Satudays, 10-10.45am at the 
Barn, BBLeys. £4.00 per class. 
@ Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


Blackpool Trip 


26 August to 30 August 
(Monday to Friday) 
Adults: £118 
Over 5s: £90; under 5s: FREE 
For more information call 
Edward, 07795037307 


@ Chrisco Ministries 

Meets at Jack Agent Room at the BBL Community 
Centre, Sundays, 14am—2pm 

@ 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


@ The Church of the Holy Family 


ies ieee arti NOTICES Socialist Party Meeti Eucharist: Each Sunday, 10am, with children’s activities. 
. Dereur clan eeting Timeout: Reflective worship. Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 
mye al penaecen Blackpool Trip Last Tuesday of every month at Church Office Hour: Mondays (except bank holidays) at 
Saar : 19-26 August Leys Links Centre, 6.30-7.30pm. For hall bookings, wedding 
Tai Chi & Qigong PRICE £280 Blackbird Leys Road. arrangements and enquiries. 


Class every Thursday morning 
9.45-10.45am. United 


Starts 7.30pm 


Bed, breakfast and evening Contact: 0208 9888777 


meals included. 


Fellowship for Bible: Study, discussion 


and prayer. Wednesdays at 7.30pm. 


Photograph: Jo Stannard 


Reformed Church, top of Need deposit £20 ASAP, 

Cowley Road. Gentle exercise Ws ae miele m To have your events @ Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 
ae ui y. edie & Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 

suitable for all ages and abilities. Contact Mrs Williams sore ie : P Sorneemivenlectk 

£5 & £6. First class half price. 01865 770626 5711756 or email: 


officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 


@ 07974185554 or 07748 999522 


THE CLOCKHOUSE community Centre 


Long Ground, Greater Leys OX4 7FX (look for the clocks on the roof) @ 01865 395908 _E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 
Monday 8 July, 1.30-3.00pm. £2. (until 23 July). £2. FREE. 


@ City Council—Councillors’ Surgery 
Drop-in session to meet your local city 
councillors and discuss any concerns. 
No appointment needed. First Monday of 
the month (except Bank Holidays) at the 
Clockhouse, 6.30-7.30pm. 


Leys 
Community 
Market 


COME and enjoy shopping with a 
dierence! Freshly grown and home 
produced goods... from local veg, 
chutneys, cheeses and bread, to 
jewellery, perfumes, 

hand crafted gifts and more. Enjoy 
a tasty lunch/brunch in the café. 


or how to make DVDs and calendars. £1 
per session. You need to book a place. 
For more info call 07951149724. 


@ Evening activities group 

Join the CLANGers (Clockhouse Activity 
Nights Group) at our friendly evening 
socials. Adults of all ages welcome! Next 
meeting: QUIZ: Weds 31 July, 7-9pm. 
Come with friends or on your own—you 
will be very welcome. £2. Bring a bottle if 
you'd like. 


@ Over-50s advice 

FREE monthly, confidential, advice on 
benefits, debt, housing and consumer 
issues. Outreach session at the 
Clockhouse, by Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre. For appointments call 395908. 
Next date: Monday 29 July, 10am 
-12.30pm. (12-12.30pm is ‘drop-in-—no 
appointment needed for this slot.) 


@ Crafts group for over 50s 
Wednesdays 11am-12.30pm. Bring your 
knitting, crochet, or sewing and have a 
natter. Beginners very welcome. £1. 


@ Tai chi for over 50s 

Seated and standing exercise to help 
you get more supple, and boost energy. 
Thurs 10-11am (until 25 July). £2. 


@ Gardening club 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation), first 
Thursday of each month, at 2pm. £2 per 
meeting. Adults of all ages very welcome. 


@ Yoga for over 50s 

Seated/standing exercise, and relaxation. 
Beginners welcome. Tuesdays, 10-11am 
(until 23 July). £2. 


@ Games club for over 50s 

Enjoy playing dominoes, scrabble or a 
wide choice of other games, with this 
friendly and sociable group. Monday 
afternoons on: 1, 15 and 22 July. 

All 1.30 to 3.30pm. £1. 


@ Line dancing for over 50s 
Monthly dances. No partner needed, 
beginners very welcome. Next one: 


Future dates at the Barn, 
Nightingale Avenue: 
Saturday 20 July 
Saturday 17 August 
Saturday 21 September 


@ Community Gardening for 
Volunteers 

Adult volunteers of any age are 

needed and welcome, to help keep the 
Clockhouse courtyard garden looking 
beautiful in every season. For details call: 
395908. 


@ Singing for fun for over 50s 

Think you can’t sing?—we bet you can! 
No pressure, or reading music, just relax 
and enjoy singing in good company. 
Aimed primarily at people living in and 
near the Leys. Tuesdays 1.30-3.30pm 


m@ Computer courses for over-50s 
Complete beginners very welcome. 
Improve your digital photography skills, 


leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 
or speak to us on the Info Stall 


YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 


# Parish Council 


Chairman: Gordon Roper; 

Vice Chair: Brian Lester; 
Non-position holders: Tanya 
Prescott, Chris Hatton, Cyril Martin, 
Mrs Ann Booker, Mrs Sheila Smith, 
Pat Stannard 


For further details telephone 01865 
716943 during office hours of 
Yam—5pm, Monday to Friday. Send 
mail to Parish Council, 13 Bailey 
Road, Oxford, OX4 3HU. 


Also check leysonline.net to find out 
about Parish Council Meetings. 


@ Oxford City Council 


Blackbird Leys Ward 


# Val Smith —Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 
@ 07767 446051 
valsmith@gmail.com 

or cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk 
(her city councillor entry) 


@ Rae Humberstone —Labour 
75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys. 

@ 01865 779678 
cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks 


Val Smith and Rae Humberstone 
will be doing street surgeries every 
other week. They can also visit 
people in their homes—ring or 
email to make arrangements. 


Northfield Brook Ward 


m@ Steve Curran —Labour 

88 Fairacres Road, Oxford, OX4 1TG 
@® 07941 785538 
StephenCurran55@yahoo.co.uk 


™@ Scott Seamons —Labour 
Flat 14, 113 Oxford Rd, OX4 2GY 
@ 07910 595047 

cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


Steve Curren and Scott Seamons 
have a surgery at 6.30pm on the 
first Monday of the month at the 
Clockhouse. 


#@ Oxfordshire County 
Council 


Leys & Lye Division 


# Val Smith —Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 

@ 07767 446051 
val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


@ Richard Stevens —Labour 

Flat 6 Eaton Court, Water Eaton 
Road, Oxford OX2 7QT 

@ 07725 353031 
richard.stevens@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


= Member of Parliament 


Member of Parliament for 
Oxford East 


@ Andrew Smith —Labour 
Unit A, Bishops Mews, 
Transport Way, Oxford OX4 6HD 
@ 01865 595790 
andrewsmith.mp @virgin.net 


Surgery: Every third Friday at the 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre from 
3.00pm 
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S & R CHILDS 


FUNERAL SERVICES 


Managed by the third generation of Childs family 


Pharmacy House 142 Oxford Road 


69 London Road Cowley 
Headington Oxford 
Oxford OX3 9AA OX4 2EA 


Tel: 01865 427272 Tel: 01865 714007 


10 The Parade 
Oxford Road 
Kidlington OX5 1EE 
Tel: 01865 378888 


4 Elms Parade 
Botley 
Oxford OX2 9LG 
Tel: 01865 245464 


1 Courtland Road 
Rose Hill 
Oxford OX4 4HZ 
Tel: 01865 772780 


info@strchilds.co.uk 


We specialise in repatriation to and from the UK 


www.stchilds.co.uk 
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LADIES WILL BE | Social Rounders League 


KICKING OFF! 


ON 25 AUGUST Oxford Blackbirds ~ 7 
Boys and Girls FC will take pat in : 
a sponsored walk, bike or scooter 
ride which will end at Blackbird 
Leys Field, Cuddesdon Way where 
the day’s main event will take 
place, a ladies sponsored five 
a-side tournament. 
The walk/bike or scooter 
ride will set off at 10am and the 
five a-side will kick off between 
11.30am and 12pm. 
There will also be stalls, a 
BBQ, activities, pony rides, raffles 
and other entertainment and 
organisers are hoping for lots 
of support for Blackbird Leys' 
original kids football club. 
Alternatively if you would 
like to get involved with 
helping, running a stall or 
have any ideas please contact 
Stuart on 07855661927 or 
Kevin on 0783463394 or email 
oxfordblackbirds@yahoo.com. 


TIME FOR KICK OFF FOR THE BLACKBIRDS! 


OXFORD Blackbirds Boys and Girls Football Club are €) 


looking for players for their Under 11's side, for season 
2013-14. The child's date of birth needs to be between 
September 2002 and August 2003 to be eligible to play. 

The team trains on Wednesdays from 5.30pm at 
Blackbird Leys Field, Cuddesdon Way, Blackbird Leys. 
For more information call James Webb on 0769917609 
or email him at webby3james@hotmail.co.uk. 


(Ginn 


CONSERVATION BOARD 


Wild About Glow Worms! 


Guided Walks 
Sat 29 June 
Weds 3 July 

Fri 12 July 
Sat 13 July 
9.45pm to 11.30pm 


Join us for a magical after-dark glow worm 
spotting expedition! 

Bring a torch, sturdy footwear & warm clothing 
Adults £3, children* £2 (payable on arrival) 
Numbers are strictly limited 
and booking is essential 
Call Cathy Rose on 01844 355 506 
or email crose@chilternsaonb.org 
Meet at the Aston Rowant NNR car park signposted from 
the A40 near Stokenchurch, M40 J5 
Nearest post code HP14 3VL 
“Due to the late finish this event is unsuitable for young children. 


The route does have to involve some steps ao is also unsuitable for 
those with very limited mobility 


NOW that the weather is 
getting better, GO Active are 
hoping it will stay sunny as 
they help people get a round 
in with a fun, social league in 
South Park. 

Many people enjoyed 
rounders at school; in fact it 
is one of the most popular 
sports, but there is a huge 
drop in the number of players 
after the age of 16 when 
people leave school. 

Rounders is a fantastic 
sport to play whatever your 
age and its inclusivity means 
it can be enjoyed by everyone 
from the complete beginner 
to the seasoned pro and can 
involve friends, family and 
colleagues. 

Like most sports it 
also offers many health 
benefits including improved 
cardiovascular fitness and 


coordination, plus it is a great 
way to de-stress and unwind 
after a day at work. 

That is why GO Active are 
inviting workplaces across 
the city to get on board 
and enter a team into this 
summer’s league. 

GO Active are looking for 
adult teams of between six 
and ten players to register for 
a series of informal matches 
to be played in Oxford’s 
South Park. The matches will 
take place on a Wednesday 
or Thursday evening and will 
be starting later in June. 

Councillor Mark Lygo, 
Board Member for Sports, 
Parks and Events, said: “We 
are committed to trying to 
make rounders much more 
accessible to adults in the city 
by setting up this fun, social 
league. 


Email us at: editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


(Gino 


CONSERVATION Boar 


“We hope that from this 
an informal local club may 
grow that could help people 
continue to play and the 
Rounders England Activator 
Training is a great way to do 
this. 

“We are able to train up 
enthusiastic players and 
equip them with a Rounders 
kit to help them get more 
people out enjoying their 
favourite childhood sport!” 


@ For more information 

or to register a team for 
the summer please contact 
Vicki Galvin, GO Active 
Coordinator at 
vgalvin@oxford.gov.uk 

or 01865 252720. 


‘Wild about Summer’ 
family event 

Aston Rowant National Nature Reserve 
Saturday 27th July 


10.00am to 12.30pm or 1.30pm to 4.00pm 


Come and take part in nature activities with a 
summertime theme, for all the family. Drop-in 
activities will help you discover minibeasts, wild 
flowers, reptiles, amphibians and more! 


In the events field (opposite Cowleaze Wood car park). 
Nearest postcode OX49 5SHX 


Price: £3 for adults and £2 for children (payable on arrival) 
Call 01844 355 506 or e-mail crose@chiltornsaonb.org 
to book your space on either the morning or afternoon session 


You're welcome to bring a plenic. Gofee, hot chocolate, soft drinks and 
milkshakes will be available to buy from Coffee King. 


werw..chiltermsaonb.org 
wow naburalengland.orguk 
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